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Asia Bus Response near 100 buses

The UK bus and coach industry
has so far pledged 97 vehicles to
the Asia Bus Response relief
initiative to help rebuild the worst-
hit areas of Sri Lanka and
Indonesia following the Tsunami.
New contributors include Yorkshire
Traction; Nottingham City Council;
Cronin's Coaches of Cork; Shire
Travel; GM Coaches, Bridgend,
and David's Handy Rider of
Oldham.

Announcing that Go-Ahead
Group would be donating 10
buses, from the Oxford Bus
Company and Wilts & Dorset Bus
Company, Group Chief Executive,
Chris Moyes, said; 'I'm delighted
to see the momentum that's now
building up behind the Asia Bus
Response project.'

Waseem Yaqub, UK Manager,
Islamic Relief, commented, "The
Asia Bus Response has been a
hugely generous and brilliantly
innovative initiative by the UK Bus
and Coach sector. Islamic Relief is
proud to be associated with this
project and is very grateful to the

organisations concerned for their
generosity and support. Asia Bus
Response is a fine example of the
British public's solidarity with the
victims of the Tsunami
catastrophe. 

"Islamic Relief is now starting
the reconstruction phase in the
affected areas. The buses donated
through Asia Bus Response will be
central to our mid to long term
plans, to get the victims back on
their feet by helping them to
rebuild their homes and their
livelihoods. On behalf of the
governments and peoples of
Indonesia and Sri Lanka, Islamic
Relief offers heartfelt thanks."

Minibuses to double-decks are
still required. To pledge robust,
high-floor, low-tech mid-life buses
that are fit for a few years' hard
work, to pledge spares and
equipment or to leave messages
of support, email info@asiabusre-
sponse.co.uk or call Mitch de
Faria, telephone 01664 561711;
for local authority co-ordination,
email Andrew Varley at Lancashire
County Council,
Andrew.varley@env.lancscc.gov.uk
Tel 01772 263336. The website
ww.asiabusresponse.co.uk has full
details.

83 bus Dutch Volvo order
Volvo Bus has won two orders
from Connexxion, the Netherlands'
major bus operator, totalling 83
units. Fifty 12.8m Volvo 8700 RLE
air conditioned intercity buses are
for a tender for the City of Leiden
that Volvo won on the basis of low
running costs and the ability to
deliver before September.
Connexxion has also ordered 33
Volvo 8700 BLE 3-axle 14.5m
intercity buses that are the first

intercity buses in the Netherlands
with ESP (Electronic Stability
Program) that helps the driver in
reducing the risk of skidding,
turning over or driving off the road.
29 of the 33 will go into operation
around the city of Zwolle. Four are
for the province of Zeeland and
are specifically designed to
transport people with their
bicycles. All 83 buses will be built
in Wroclaw, Poland. 

Yutong in Europe
The Chinese manufacturer Yutong
has appointed Merch Auto as its
importer in Romania. The
company plans to import 11.5m
and 12m coaches powered by
Cummins ISCe Euro 3 engines.
They will feature ABS, ASR and

retarders as standard. This is the
first appointment of a European
importer by Yutong. The company,
which has a chassis joint venture
with MAN called Lion's Bus &
Coach, was featured in B&CB
issue 764 (14 May 2004).

IETT Istanbul orders 450 Citaros
The major Istanbul operator, IETT
(Istanbul Elektrik Tramvay ve T¸nel),
has ordered 450 Mercedes Benz
Citaro buses from EvoBus. The
order calls for 350 Mercedes-Benz
Citaro solo buses and 100
articulated buses from the
Mannheim production plant in
2005. The manufacturer claims
that the Citaros will be the first
low-floor buses ever used in the

Istanbul public transportation
network - or anywhere else in
Turkey.

"This major order from IETT
testifies to the successful
cooperation between Turkey and
Germany within our European
production and supply network,"
said Wolfgang Diez, Senior Vice
President of the DaimlerChrysler
Buses & Coaches unit. 

More news on page 47
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